
The Story of J.S. Bach 


Instructions: Read the story of J.S. Bach and complete the worksheet. 


Suggested Listening 
(optional) 

Instructions: After you have read the story and completed the 
worksheet, listen to the suggested listening. 

Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring (J.S. Bach) 
- https://youtu.be/RdWVfrZ3MeQ 

https://youtu.be/RdWVfrZ3MeQ
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gERMANY wlw Liv-ed 

duriltJ ~ 

J
ohann Sebastbn Bw..:h \\'as horn in 

Germany in 168-3. 

Going back m:1ny generations, the Bach 

famil)' was knc)\\:n to be very musical·-­

some played violin. son1e oboe, some 

organ and harpsichord. Othcr.s WLTe music 

copyists. Though music was important lo 

the Bach family, many of them worked as 

bakers, cobblers, y..reavers or hal m:1kers to 

help support their families. 

Bach's father, Johann Ambrosius, Iaught 

Bach to play the violin. I lis oldL·r brut her, 

Johann Christoph, taught him ill'gall, harp· 

sichord and clavichord. 

When Bach was nearly 10 years old, 

his parent' died. He and his 13--year-okl 

brother, Josef, went to live with Christoph 

and his wife. For the next five years, Bach 

lived with his brother, attended school and 

became an outstanding student. \Vhen he 

was 15, he left Johann Christoph's home 

and went to Uineberg to become a choir­

boy at St. Michael's Church. 

IJAROQ¥-E 

period1HUMW • •• 

In his lifetime Bach was known more for 

hb exceUent organ playing than for com­

posing. Many years after he died, Felix 

:Vtendel:;sohn discovered Bach's composi-· 

tion.'l. He ;.lrrangt•d for Bach's music to be 

played, because he WJntcd others to hear 

Bach'" truly greal mu~lc. He organized the 

compositions into 60 volumes of music. 

Bach died in 1750 al the age of 6'i. 
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He was the organist and choir director 

for his t•hurch and he was writing an 

anthem called jesu, ]oy ofMans 

Desiling. This piece 

was to be a part of a 

cantata for a special 

service. 

He was concen­

trating so hard that 

he didn't notice the 

gentle tugging on 

his slecv<:\ until lt 

Johann Sebastian Bach, the great musi­

cian, sat at hi.s harpsichord working very 

hard on a composition. 

.-,--, 

Reinken. l wanted so badly to hear him 

play. When I heard that he was playing a 

concett at a church in Hamburg, I decided 

' IJ~ch-adfti£ wifeo Maria, Barbartv,,
1 

luul!WI% cJUidnu~. wiib lti; f/JV 

Olrd.wifeo All.l~M"jd~, flh 
lwitltirtevr.,chi!drm- TWENTY • 

childrSJ~ /Jt, aft! >tUlly, offiy l1iJte- of 
tlum<v lived to be- aduitr. 

became more insis­

tent. 

He heard three srnall voices saying, 

"Papa, we arc hungqr! May \Vc have a 

.snack?'' 

Pretending to be angry, Bach turned to 

face them and .said \Vith a dt~ep voice and 

frown, ''\\/hat? You are interrupting- your 

papa's composing for a n1ere ·:mmething to 

eat'?" 

Then with a laugh he said, "Go ahead to 

the kitchen, I'll be right there!" 

The children laughed as they hurried to 

sit at the long kil<'hen table. Soon their 

papa came and sliced a loaf of bread, but­

tered it and spread each piece with honey. 

As the children were• eating their snack, 

johann Christian said, "Papa, please tell us 

about the time you walked so far to hear 

the great organist play." 

·•once when I was in schoot" Bach 

began, "I heard about a wonderful organist 

and composer· named Johann Adam 

that I would get there no matter what! I had 

no money to pay for a ride, so I packed a 

lunch and started walking. When I arrived 

in Hamburg, four days later; 1 

was exhausted. However1 

that did not prevent me 

from going straight to the 

church to li.sten to Mr. 

Rcinken practice. Oh! 

What beautiful music I 

heard' It filled my heart 

and soul. I w~111ted to 

play like that1" 

·'But papa," said little Johanna Carolina, 

"en:ryonc says that you are the very best 

organist they have en:r heard~ .\iayhe 

sonlc(me will walk a \'cry long \Vay to hear 

you play!" 

"Well." said Bach. "I have practiced a lot 

of hours since those days.·· 

"\\'lwn will our next Had1 familv day be 
' ' 

papa?" asked Johann Christoph Frederick. 

Bach smiled and said, "II will be next 

month. You will all be old enough to play 

.............. - --··---­
Bil.dt)r wife-ado!M.r 

chi.!d.reJt, h.e/ped.lti.i-u­

COfY UU<>ic,for dijfueJtt 

ilutreuu.2111:t aJU.lfor 
lu-. rtudeittr. 
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{<YeS;"' saidBalih 

a hug, "that reminds me, 

posed to play your violins tonight? Come, ·. 

jesu, joy ofMan's Desiring is one of Bach's best known pieces. It has a lovely melody and a !lowing 
accompaniment. This piece, originally written for chorus and orchestra, is from Bach's Cantata No. 
147. A popular piece called joy uses this melody and accompaniment. The example you will ht"tr is 

played on an organ. 

1.18, except y0,1, little 

practicing, you may , .·.. . · ' . 
Jxf~ble to play next year. 

"Your uncles, older brothers and 

will be here;· he continued. "They wlll 

bring their different instnunents. We will 

have such a good time playing 
old and new pieces. 

We'll have a wonder-

.' cousms 

-..---:--

Wlfitduo 

ful meal and no one 

will want to go 

home! I can't wait, 

can you?" 
"Will it be like 


our family gather­


ing each night at 


ForM o/ded 
Fr~M. sdctt, CIJ"'f''tedl'. 
bookCttifd Litt4 Bookfor tJu, 
Keyboard, Ht-U&ed tltU book i1J 

i:Mcklu£ m~ci.rMdMo~m 
cMdrm, i1J play~ luupridwrd. 

evening pmyers, papa?" 

(@1
,'1)Jesn, Joy qfMan's Desit-Ing 

Toccata and Fugue 

tn D Minor, BWV 565 

St. Matthew Passion, 

BWV 241 

all of you, let's go practice. You too, 

Johanna!" 

Soon happy voices and beautiful music 

filled the room. 

Brcmdenburg COncertos 
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Draw a lin<~ to connect the circle with the square that matches. 

Johann Seba:;tian Bach 
(at the keyboard) 

and his family 

tJnit 1 Bach 6 




